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with the English administrators. We have hitherto feared them
and their guns in our simplicity. The moment we realize our
combined strength, we shall consider it unmanly to fear them
and, therefore, ever to think of striking them. Hence, am I anxious
and impatient to persuade my countrymen to feel non-violent not
out of our weakness but out of our strength. But you and I know
that we have not yet evolved the non-violence of the strong and
we have not done so because the Hindu-Muslim union has not
gone much beyond the stage of policy. There is still too much
mutual distrust and consequent fear. I am not disappointed. The
progress we have made in that direction is indeed phenomenal.
We seem to have covered in eighteen months9 time the work of a
generation. But infinitely more is necessary. Neither the classes
nor the masses feel instinctively that our union is necessary as the
breath of our nostrils.
For this consummation, we must, it seems to me, rely more
upon quality than quantity. Given a sufficient number of Hindus
and Mussalmans with almost a fanatical faith in everlasting friend-
ship between the Hindus and the Mussalmans of India, we shall
not be long before the unity permeates the masses. A few of us must
first clearly understand that we can make no headway without
accepting non-violence in thought, word and deed for the full rea-
lization of our political ambition. I would, therefore, beseech you
and the members of the Working Committee and the A.I.C.C. to
see that our ranks contain no workers who do not fully realize the
essential truth I have endeavoured to place before you. A living
faith cannot be manufactured by the rule of majority.
To me the visible symbol of all-India unity and, therefore, of
the acceptance of non-violence as an indispensable means for the
realization of our political ambition is undoubtedly the charkha,
i.e., khaddar. Only those who believe in cultivating a non-violent
spirit and eternal friendship between Hindus and Mussalmans will
daily and religiously spin. Universal hand-spinning and the
universal manufacture and use of hand-spun and hand-woven
khaddar will be a substantial, if not absolute, proof of the real
unity and non-violence, and it will be a recognition of a living kin-
ship with the dumb masses. Nothing can possibly unify and revivi-
fy India as the acceptance by all India of the spinning-wheel as a
daily sacrament and the khaddar wear as a privilege and a duty.
Whilst, therefore, I am anxious that more title-holders should
give up their titles; lawyers, law-courts; scholars, the Government
schools or colleges; the Councillors, the Councils and the soldiers
and the civilians, their posts, I would urge the nation to restrict its